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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

1 . The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which fornns the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

2. Claims 1-5 and 12-15 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Irube et al. (US PAT: 6,377,818. hereinafter Irube) in view of Parulski et al. (US 
PAT: 5,900,909, hereinafter Parulski). 

Regarding claim 1, Irube discloses a video telephone apparatus as shown in 
figure 1 comprising image pick-up means (4) for picking up an image of an object and 
generating a transmit picture signal according to the image of the object (col. 5 line 64 
through col. 6 line 6), communication means (17) for transmitting and receiving the 
transmit picture signal and a receive picture siral (coL 4 lines 33-51), display means (14) 
for displaying video information based on the receive picture signal received from the 
communication means (col. 4 lines 16-25). Irube differs from the claimed invention in 
not specifically teaching detecting means for detecting an orientation of the video 
telephone apparatus and rotating means for rotating the orientation of the image in at 
least either of the transmit picture signal and the received picture signal based on the 
detected orientation of the video telephone apparatus and independent of the 
orientation of a distant party video telephone apparatus. However, Parulski teaches an 
electronic device, i.e., a camera, having a orientation sensor (40, figure 2), read as 
detector means, for detecting the orientation of the electronic device (col. 3 lines 63-65) 
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and a processor (22. figure 2), read as rotating means, for rotating the orientation of an 
image based on the detected orientation of the electronic device, which is independent 
of the orientation of a distant party video telephone apparatus (col. 3 line 60 through col, 
5 line 4), in order to ensure that the image is correctly displayed on screen without use 
of special application program. Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to modify Irube in having 
detecting means for detecting the orientation of the video telephone apparatus and 
rotating means for rotating the orientation of the image in at least either of the transmit 
picture signal and the received picture signal based on the detected orientation of the 
video telephone apparatus and independent of the orientation of a distant party video 
telephone apparatus, as per teaching of Parulski, in order to ensure that the image is 
correctly displayed on screen without use of special application program. 

Regarding claims 2-3, Irube discloses the detector means for detecting the 
orientation of the portable communication terminal apparatus having image pick-up 
direction detector means and display direction detector means for detecting the vertical 
direction of the display means (col. 22 lines 4-26). 

Regarding claims 4-5, Irube teaches to perform rotation processing on the 
transmit picture signal, as well as the receiving picture, based on the orientation of the 
portable communication terminal apparatus (figures 24-25 and col. 22 line 43 through 
C01.23 line 65). 

Regarding claim 12, the limitations of the claim are rejected as the same reasons 
set forth in claim 1 . 
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Regarding claim 13, Parulski teaches to generate an image for displaying by 
rotating the orientation of an image (col. 4 lines 15-26). 

Regarding claims 14-15, Parulski teaches an upper side of the picked-up image 
in gravity direction of the electronic device being rotated so as to be an upper side of the 
picture of the transmit picture is made as the upper side of the picked up image in 
orientation (figure 3 and col. 5 lines 41-65). 

3. Claims 6-1 1 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Irube) in view of Parulski as applied to claim 1 above, and further in view of Lands et al. 
(US PAT: 6.411,828, hereinafter Lands). 

Regarding claim 6, the combination of Irube and Parulski differs from the claimed 
invention in not specifically teaching the portable communication terminal apparatus 
comprising a first receiver means for regenerating a receive audio signal received from 
the communication means, a second receiver means for regenerating the receive audio 
signal received from the communication means to a signal different from that of the first 
receiver means and a receiver selector means for switching between the first receiver 
means and the second receiver means based on the orientation of the portable 
communication terminal apparatus. However, Lands teaches a wireless terminal 
reproducing audio signals received from a caller in handset mode or speaker phone 
mode based on an indication of the orientation of the wireless terminal in order to 
improve quality of sounds (col. 4 line 17 through col. 5 line 29, so that it recognizes 
Lands in having a first receiver for regenerating received audio signals in the handset 
mode, a second receiver for regenerating received audio signals in the speaker phone 



Application/Control Number: 09/807,143 Page 5 

Art Unit: 2643 

mode, which is different from the handset mode, and means for switching between the 
first receiver and the second receiver based on the orientation of the wireless terminal. 
Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art 
at the time the invention was made to modify the combination of Irube and Panllski in 
having the first receiver means for regenerating a receive audio signal received from the 
communication means, the second receiver means for regenerating the receive audio 
signal received from the communication means to the signal different from that of the 
first receiver means and the receiver selector means for switching between the first 
receiver means and the second receiver means based on the orientation of the 
portable communication terminal apparatus, ms per teaching of Lands, because it 
improves quality of sounds. 

Regarding claim 7, the combination of Irube and Parulski 
differs from the claimed invention in not specifically teaching the portable 
communication terminal apparatus comprising a first transmitter means for converting 
voice data into an electrical signal to generate a transmit audio signal, a second 
transmitter means for converting voice data into an electrical signal to generate a 
transmit audio signal, whose signal level differs from that of the first transmitter 
means and a transmitter selector means of switching between the first transmitter 
means and the second transmitter means based on the orientation of the portable 
communication terminal apparatus. However, Lands teaches a wireless terminal 
transmitting audio signals to a caller in handset mode or speaker phone mode based on 
an indication of the orientation of the wireless terminal in order to improve quality of 
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sounds (col. 4 line 17 through col. 5 line 29), so that it recognizes Lands in having a first 
transmitter means for converting voice data into an electrical signal to generate a 
transmit audio signal, a second receiver for transmitter means for converting 
voice data into an electrical signal to generate a transmit audio signal, whose signal 
level differs from that of the first transmitter means and a transmitter selector means of 
switching between the first transmitter means and the second transmitter means based 
on the orientation of the portable communication terminal apparatus. Therefore, it would 
have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was 
made to modify the combination of Irube and Parulski in having the first transmitter 
means for converting voice data into an electrical signal to generate a transmit audio 
signal, the second transmitter means for converting voice data into an electrical signal 
to generate a transmit audio signal, whose signal level differs from that 
of the first transmitter means and a transmitter selector means of switching between the 
first transmitter means and the second transmitter means based on the orientation of 
the portable communication terminal apparatus, as per teaching of Lands, because it 
sounds, improves quality of 

Regarding claims 8-9, Irube discloses picked-up image receiver means for 
switching between different states based on the vertical direction of image pick-up 
means detected by image pick-up means detector means and a display receiver 
selector means for switching between different states based on the vertical direction or 
horizontal direction of the display means detected by display means detector means 
(col. 22 line 44 through col. 23 line 65). 
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Regarding claims 10- 1 1 , the limitations of the claims are rejected as the same 
reasons set forth in claims 8-9. 

Response to Arguments 

4. Applicant's arguments filed 12-8-2005 have been fully considered but they are 
not persuasive. 

Rejection of claims 1-5 and 12-13 under 35 U.S.C as being obvious over Irube et 
al. (US PAT: 6,377,818, hereinafter Irube) in view of Parulski et al. (US PAT: 5,900.909. 
hereinafter Parulski): Regarding rejection of claims, Application argues that "None of the 
reference discloses or suggest "detector means for detecting the orientation of the video 
telephone apparatus and rotating means for rotating the orientation of an image in at 
least either of said first transmit picture signal and said receive picture signal based on 
the detected orientation of the video telephone apparatus and independent of the 
orientation of a distant party video telephone apparatus, " as recited in claim 1 . Similar 
language is found in claim 12. The office action cites as teaching these elements as 
teaching elements (Office action, 09/06/2005, page 3)". Applicant further, regarding 
Parulski reference, argues that "Although Parulski detects the orientation of camera, 
Parulski does not discloses or suggest detecting orientation of a video telephone 
apparatus. Therefore, Parulski fails to discloses or suggest detector means for detecting 
the orientation of a video telephone apparatus. Since Parulski does not detect the 
orientation of a video telephone apparatus, Parulski also fails to discloses or suggest 
rotating means for rotating the orientation of an image in at least either of said transmit 
picture and said receive picture signal based on the detected orientation of the video 
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telephone apparatus. Therefore, if combined, the references do not disclose or suggest 
all elements of the claimed invention". Regarding this argument, contrary to applicant's 
interpretation of references, especially Parulski reference, Parulski clearly teaches 
detection of orientation of a camera, as acknowledged by the applicant, and Parulski 
also teaches the following: orientation detection section provides an orientation signal 
recognizing either vertical or horizontal orientation of the camera relative to the subject, 
and an image processor is responsive to the orientation signal for processing the image 
signal and correcting the orientation thereof so that the image is output from the image 
processor in predetermined orientation (see abstract). This clearly reads on applicant's 
claim limitation such as rotating means for rotating the orientation of an image signal 
based on orientation of the detected orientation of the imaging device. Therefore, Irube 
reference can be modified to obtain a video telephone apparatus and a rotating means 
for rotating orientation of an image in at least either of the said transmit picture and said 
receive picture signal based on the detected orientation of the video telephone 
apparatus and independent of the orientation of the distant party video telephone 
apparatus so that an image taken by a video telephone regardless of its holding 
direction is transmitted so as to be oriented in its correct up-and-down direction and that 
an image is displayed so as to be oriented in its correct up-and-down direction without 
use of special application software by using teaching of Parulski. 

Regarding rejection of claims using the above references. Applicant further 
argues that "there is no suggestion or motivation for one skilled in the art at the time 
invention was made to combine Parulski with Irube to arrive at the claimed invention". 
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Applicant further proceeds with the argument that "Parulski discloses an electronic still 
camera 10 with orientation sensor 40 to determine ... Therefore, one skilled in art would 
not have combined these references at relevant time to arrive at the claimed invention". 
Regarding this, as stated above, Irube teaches video telephone which can be oriented 
in different direction while communicating with other video telephone and has a 
processing means that processes the image to be displayed correctly depending upon 
direction of the video telephones in communications (col. 2 lines 34-45) and Parulski 
also teaches the following: orientation detection section provides an orientation signal 
recognizing either vertical or horizontal orientation of the camera relative to the subject, 
and an image processor is responsive to the orientation signal for processing the image 
signal and correcting the orientation thereof so that the image is output from the image 
processor in predetermined orientation (see abstract). This clearly reads on applicant's 
claim limitation such as rotating means for rotating the orientation of an image signal 
based on orientation of the detected orientation of the imaging device. And therefore, it 
would be obvious to a person skilled in the at the time invention was made to solve the 
problem of transmitting the image taken by camera in a video telephone regardless of 
its holding direction so that an image taken is transmitted so as to be oriented in its 
correct up-and-down direction and that an image is displayed so as to be oriented in its 
correct up-and-down direction without use of special application software by using 
teachings of Parulski. 

In light of this explanation, rejection of claims 1-15 is maintained. 
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5. THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
IVIONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Melur Ramakrishnaiah whose telephone number is 
(571)272-8098. The examiner can normally be reached on 9 Hr schedule. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor. Curt Kuntz can be reached on (571 ) 272-7499. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 



Application/Control Number: 09/807,143 Page 1 1 

Art Unit: 2643 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status infonnation for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

Melur Ramakrishnaiah 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 2643 




